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Parable of tle Unjust Steward. 
Extract of a Sermon, by Br. D. Pickerine, on Luke 

xvi. 9, ‘4nd Isay unto you, Make to yourselves 
friends of the mammon of unrighleousness ; thal 
when ye fail, they may r ceive you into everlasting ha- 
bilations.” After shewing that the Lord, mentioned 
in the parable, represents the Deity, and the S/evw- 
ard, the Jews, the author says: 

The closing of this stewardship, and the dismissal 
of the steward from the office which he had held and 
abused, may well apply, and answer to the closing of 
the first dispensation, and the rejection of those who 
bad misimproved and abused the ritual instructions of 
that covenant. And here it is proper to remark, that 
asa punishment for their obstinate perseverance in 
the abuse of the divine instructions with which they 
were favored, the apostle announced, “that blindness 
in part(not to the whole; for some of them were doubliless 
worthy examples of fidelity,) is happened to Israel, un- 
til the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” 

Christ gives them to understand, by the declarativn. 
“The children of this world are, in (or for) their gen 
eration, wiser (or more prudent, as PRRONIMOTEROI 
may properly be rendered,) than the children of light,” 
that the unjust steward had acted a more prudent 
part, in his worldly concerns, than the Jews were then 
doing: for he availed himself of all the means within 
his power, while his stewardship remained, to secure 
the favor of his lord’s debtors, and provide himeelf a 
future habitation, when he should be discharged from 
business and be in want; nor in all this, does be make 
the least pretensions to honesty :— While these Jews, 
who iv reality were no more honest in their religious 


concerns, than this steward was in his policy to secure | , ; 
riches,’"’—(the legal! dispensation and its instractions, 


a place of shelter, neglected the means still offered by 
that dispensation, of which they had the stewardship, 
to introduce themselves toa knowledge of Christ and 
his doctrine: Thereby implying the certainty of their 
being left destitute of a moral resting-place when the 
rituals of the law should be closed, and their religious 
stewardship come to an end. 

In our text, the law, or temporal covehant, is repre- 
sented by worldly wealth, or riches, called Mammon, 
because, like all temporal possessions, it was only de- 
signed to continue for a time ;—or, to use St. Paul’s 
expression, was “waxing old, and ready to vanish 
away.” Therefore, compared with the true riches of 
the gospel, the first covenant and its blessings stood in 
a relation to the second, as things temporal and tran- 
sitory do to things spiritual and ever-enduring. 

As an opportunity here offers to strengthen, and fur- 
ther illastPafe a position which has been before assum- 
ed, namely, that the legal dispensation was represent-. 
ed by mammon or riches, | must solicit the indulgence 
of this audience, in a few remarks, which are thought 
to be necessary, because they are of vital importance 
to the whole illustration. 

That the New and Beller Covenant is signified by ex- 
pressious which denote wealth, or riches, is a truth so 
clearly established by the language of the New Testa 
ment, that no labor is thought “necessary to,render it 
more conclusive. ‘The servants of God denominate it 
“the riches of his goodness,—the riches of his grace,— 
the riches of his glory,~the riches of his wisdom and 
knowledge,—durdble riches, and-unsearchabie riches.” 
Now the fact being established, that the gospel is de 
signated by the term riches,—and as temporal riches 
are used in the writings of the apostles torepresent the 





in the figurative language whicmey have adopted ; 


the conclusion is perfectly plain, easy, that what 
ever is used by them, figuratively to set forth the Gos 
pel, may, without the least violence, be embraced un 
der the same term. Hence the conclusion is irresisti 
hle, that wheuever the first covenant is spoken of as a 
figure of the Gospel, it may, with as much propriety, 
be signified by femporal riches, as the new and beller 
covenant can by that of a spiritual and divine inheri- 
tance. But to shew that the first covenant, with all 
its services, was a figure, or shadow ef a better dispen- 
sation, and the more sublime and exalted service of 
the gospel, you may consult, at your leisure, St, Paul, 
in his epistle to the Hebrews, where he devotes the 
seventh, eighth, ninth and tenth chapters of that epis 
tles, in confirmation of the fact. We are led, there- 
fore, to the conclusion, that “the law (which made 
nothing perfect,) was 2 shadow, or faint representation 
of good things to come.” That **what the law could 
not do, in that it was weak through the flesh; God 
sending his own Son, in the likeness of sinful flesh: 
and for siv condemned sin in the flesh ; that the righ 
teousness of God, without the law might be manifest, 
being witnessed by the law and the prophets.’ . The 
conclusion then is, that all the moral instructions 
which God has communicated to man, is signified by 
wealth, or riches ;—and that the legal iustructions of 
the first dispensation are denoted by the possession of 
lemporal goods, and the sublimer realities of the Sec- 
ond Covenant are signified by ‘“‘gold, tried in the fire,” 
—true spiritual riches, —immortal wealth ! ; 
The command o: the great Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, contained in the text, **Make to yourselves 
‘friends (fou mamona tes adikras) of these uncertain 


which we have before shown was signified by temporal 
riches,) implies that the commands, and figures, and 
prophecies which were afforded to that people, would, 
if wisely and prudently improved, aid their introduc- 
tion into the gospel dispensation, which is signified by 
the term, +verlasting Aabitalions. 

That the instructions communicated by the writings 
of Moses and the Prophets, were of such a character 
as to aid the minds of the Jewish people in discovering 
the true character and office of the Messiah, is capa- 
ble of satisfactory evidence from the words of Christ: 
“Search the scriptures, for in them ye think ye have 
eternal life: and they are they which testify of me.” 
And again; *“‘Had ye believed Moses, ye would have 
believed me: for he wrote of me. And if ye believe 
not his writiogs, how shall ye believe my words ?”— 
These quotations, (and more might be added, if it 
were necessary,) establish with sufficient authority, 
the fact before mentioned ; namely, that the instruc- 
tions of the first dispensation, if suitably improved, 
would have been sufficient to conduct the ancient cov- 
enant people to an acquaintance with the Messiah and 
his gospel; and by faith, to the enjoyment of its rest. 

Our Saviour furnishes a reason for the injunction 
which he had given them to improve the means which 
they then possessed, of being introduced to the know- 
ledge and enjoyment of the new and better covenant, 
—‘‘That when (eklpele) ye fail,” which isa smooth 
form of expression for a thing unpleasant, doubtless al- 
Juding to the close of that first covenant, when their 
ecclesiastical stewardship should cease, and when thase 
‘fearful calamities, which were predicted by the pro- 
phets, and so clearly announced hy Christ, should 





‘Sgpiritdal and immortal riches of the kiogdom of grace, 





come vpom that devoted nation; and which, as their 
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own historian (Josephus) informs us, was without a 
parallel in all the records of antiquity,—and which the 
Son of God declared should be “great tribulation, such 
aS was not since the beginning of the world, to that 
same time ; no, nor ever shall be’*— Hence the pecul- 
iar force of these expressions ; “That when ye fail, ye 
may be received into everlasting habitations” —mean- 
ing the sacred enjoyments and rest of the gospel : “For 
we which have believed,” saith the apostle, ‘do enter 
into rest.”’ 

Should there, however, be an objection raised to 
this part of the illustration of our subject, in conse- 
quence of the plural form of the expression, everlasting 
habitations, that it cannot apply to the rest of the gos- 
pel,—we, in reply, beg leave to say, that the objection 
is of no force ; for the apostle speaks of sifting together 
in HEAVENLY PLACES im Christ. And Jesus speaks 
to his disciples of MANY MANSIONS in hisFather’s house; 
which answers tothe form of language here used, 
everlasting habitations. 

The divine Redeemer instructs his disciples, as well 
as the Jews, that those who were so unwise as to be 
guilty of flagrant injustice in the improvement of the 
law-dispensation, which is signified ky the terms, that 
whith is the least, would be equally unjust in much ; 
or in the improvement of the gospel. Or, in other 
words, the Saviour here refers tothe wickedness and 
injustice of the Jewish people in the misimprovement 
of the first covenant, and prophetically announces, 
that those who had thus shamefully and unwisely per- 
verted the design of that dispensation, would be guilty 
of the same, or similar injustice, provided anotber and 
better dispensation were committed to them: And 
thereby intimates t6 them that they could not ration- 
ally expect to be intrusted with the true riches, or the 
gospel of impartial and heavenly grace. 

He apprizes the unjust Jews, that notwithstanding 
their confident expectation that exclusive favors were 
reserved for them in the economy of divine Wisdom, 
vet the unsearchable nicarEs of the Gospel would not 
be committed to their care, asa people; and offers a 
satisfactory reason in the 11th verse. “If therefore ye 
have not been faithful in (/o adiko mamona) the un- 
certain riches, who will commit to your trust the true 
riches?” Hence the conclusion is unavoidable, that 
the reason why the Jewish nation, and especially the 
leaders and rulers of that people, were not intrusted 
with the dispensation of divine grace, in which is con- 
centrated, all the light, and all the evidence, which 
mortals can enjoy, of a blissful immortality beyond the 
grave, was their abuse and unfaithfuloess. 

He gives them to understand, that their unfaithful- 
ness in the legal dispensation would, at least, fora 
loag succession of ages, deprive them. of the advanta- 
ges of an inheritance which they otherwise might have 
enjoyed. But, the language here used, being to some, 
difficult of comprehension, it may be useful to bestow 
upon it a few aoments of careful attention. 

‘*And if ye have not been faithful in that which ie 
another man’s, who shall give you that which is your 
own?” 

The phrase, “that which is another man’s,” is evi- 
dently designed to keep in view the similitude of the 
steward, who bad been anfaithful in the business of 
his employer ; and morally to apply to the Jews, who 
had been guilty of a similar unfaithfulness in the treas- 
ures of the Mosaic covenant, which had been commit- 
ted to them for improvement, oply for a limited time, 





until it should be superseded by a new and better dis- 
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pensation.— It will now be inquired, ‘what § are we to 

understand by the expressions, *“‘who shall give you 
that which is your own?” In answer to this, [ beg 
leave to remark; this language implies that something 
of great value and importance, properly belonged to 
the destendants of Abraham, who were here addrestede 
And from the form of the language which is here em- 
ployed, we have reason to believe that something of | 


, more consequence was implied than what was con- 


tained in the first dispensation. As this conclusion 
naturally arises from the expressions of the Saviour, it is | 
proper to extend our inquiries, until we can arrive at | 
a consistent solution of the problem which it involves. | 
In doing this, we should keep in mind, tbat the su- 
blime promises, embracing the gift of a Saviour to the | 
world, were first made to Abraham and his seed. That | 

they were not of a condifional and temporal nature, | 
like those of the Mosaic dispensation, but uncondilion- | 
al, permanent, and erer-enduring. ‘lhat they contain- | 

ed the assurance of blessings to Abraham and his seed. | 
That by them, Jehovah had pledged his faithfulness, 
that in Christ, ‘‘all the seed of Israel should be justifi- 
ed and should glory.”—That ‘al! the children of Is- 
rae] should be taught of the Lord and great should be 
their peace.”? That there should ‘come out of Sion a 
Deliverer, who should turn away ungodliness from Ja- 
cob; which was the unequivocal language of Gods 
covenant, Hence it was said to them by the apostle 
Peter, ‘Ye are the children of the prophets, and of the 
covenant which God made with our fathers, saying | 
unto Abraham, and in thy seed shall all the kindreds | 
of the earth be blessed.”” And to leave no doubt, as 
to the nature of the blessing here promised, he adds,— 
“Unto you first, God having raised up his Son Jesus, 
sent him to bless you, in turning away every one of 
you from his iniquities.”” 

These passages assist us in discovering that better 
interest, that superior legacy, which the parable before 
us represents as their own. 

The promise of God to the Patriarchs and their de- 
scendants, is presented to our view under a variety of 
expressions, all tending to establish the great truth, 
that blessings of the most extensive and durable na- 
ture were reserved for them in the economy of divine 
grace, and that they were ultimately destined to inherit 
them, in the fulness of their perfection. That allu- 
sion is had to the dispensation of the Gospel, in the 
promises of God to the fathers, is evident from the Jan- 
guage of St. Paul,—‘‘For the scriptures foreseeing that 
God would justify the beathen through faith, preached 
before, the gospel unto Abraham, saying, In thee shall 
all nations be blessed.”» The gospel, therefore, with 
all its hopes and its blessings, with all its promises of 
felicity, of grace and of glory, was the gift of Jehovah, 
by promise, to the descendants of Israel; and for this 
reason, is denominated in the parable under considera- 
tion, their own. Yet, from the language before us, we 
are apprized that it would not be left in their pos- 
session, because of their unfaitbfulness and covetous- 
ness in the administration of the first covenant. Hence 
it was announced to them by the immaculate Redeem- 

—‘‘The kingdom of God (an expression frequently 
used inthe New Teslament to denote the Gospel) shall 
be taken from you and given to a nation bringing forth 
the fruits thereof.” To this, the testimony of St. Paul, in 
his memorable address to them, may witb propriety be 
added. ‘‘It was necessary that the gospel should first 
be preached to you: But seeing ye put it from you, and 
judge yourselves, unworthy of everlasting life ; lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles.” Thus we see, that according 
to the import of the parable before us, the gespel was 
taken from the house of Israel, and they deprived 
of the use and enjoyment of that which was their own. 
That no one may be left in doubt as to their final des- 
tiny, St. Paul has communicated the clearest instruc- 
tion, in the following language : ‘*! would not, breth- 
ren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery (lest ye 








‘the use of the legal dispensation. ‘The Saviovr, there- 
| fore, gave them to understand, that the punctilious ob- 


pation, made silver shrines, was nothing; but this oc- 





should be wise in your own conceits,) that blindness in 








part is happened to lorncl, unti! the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved ; 

it is written, here shall come out of S10n the Fiedlahess, 
and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: For this 
is my covenant unto them, when J shall take away 
their sins. —For Ged hath concluded them all in unbe 
lief, that be might have mercy upon all.” 

The expression contained in the 123th verse, “Ye 
cannot serve God_and mammon,” was evidently de- 
signed to reprove | e Scribes and Pharisees, for thei: 
extraordinary covetousness; which had been the fruit 
ful cause of most of their abuses and unfaithfulness in 





servance of legal ceremonies was not acceptable in 
ithe sight of God, while their hearts and their desires 
were swallowed up, and their thoughts engrossed wth 
j the passion and pursuits of covetousness. This lan- 
guage was highly offensive to the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, to whose Condition it so perfectly applied : Hence, 
we are informed, that they “‘derided bim.”’ But Jesus 
replied ; and with his reply to their derision, we shall 
close this department of our subject.—*‘*Ye are they 
which justify yourselves before men; but God know- 
eth your hearts: ‘or that which is esteemed highly 
among wen, is abominatiou in the sight of God.” 








FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


“Sirs, ye know that by this craft we have our 
wealth.’—Acts xix. 25. 


It seems that St. Paul had labored in the city of 
Ephesus for as much as two years or more, before any 
great alarm was excited among those whose occupa- 
tions depended on the devotion of the people to the 
goddess Diana. But when the word of God “so migh- 
tily grew aud prevailed,” that the worship of Diana 
began visibly to decline, Demetrius, a silver smith, 
who made silver shrines to that goddess, called his 
fellow craftsmen together, to whom he made the fol- 
lowing speech; ‘‘Sirs, ye knowthat by this craft we 
have our wealth. Moreover, ye see and hear, that not 
alone at Ephesus, but almost throughout all Asia, this 
Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, 
saying, that they be no gods which are made with 
hands; so that not only this our craft is in danger to 
be set at naught ; but also that the temple of the great 
goddess Diana should be despised, and her magnifi- 
cence should be destroyed, whom all Asia and the 
world worshippeth.” ‘This filled the craftsmen with 
wrath, who immediately raised a violent persecution 
against Paul. 

St. Paul says; ‘*We know that an idol is nothing in 
the world.” 1 Cor. viii. 4. The idol therefore, called 
Diana, aid worshipped by the Ephesians, was nothing ; 
and that for which Demetrius, and those of like occu- 


cupation of making silver shrines was something, 
and the gain which it brought to the craftsmen was 
something, and this wealth was much. 

Diana and her magnificence vanished long ago, and 
that old craft which employed Demetrius and many 
others to no small gain long since became useless.— 
But other idols, other nofhings have been erected, 
which have constituted a craft as profitable, as gain- 
ful as was that of Demetrius. 

Let us candidly ask what the clergy would have 
had to depend on for their oceupation, their gain and 
wealth, for centuries past, had it not been for the blind 
superstition concerning that nothing which they have 
called the devil > that nothing which they have called 
hell ; that nothing which they bave called purgatory ; 
that nothing which they lave called witchcraft, and 
other nothings, which they have held in esteem, and 
adorned with magnificence? After all the devotions, 
the terrors and expences which have been felt and 
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to prove the reality of any one of them, as to prove 
that Diana of the Ephesians was and is a real Deity, 
possessing all the powers which those ancient idolaters 
supposed she exercised. 

Is it not to be lamented, that our schools, our col- 
leges and our theological institutions are employed in 
educating youth in the superstitious belief of these 
nothings, which constitute the abominable crait by 
which the deceivers of mankind obtain their wealth, 
and exercise a pernicious influence over community? 
But the friends of God, and the lovers of human nature 
have reason to felicitate themselves in the evident ad- 
vances of that redeeming light, which is fast effecting 
our liberation from the bondage of superstition, and di- 
recting our devotions to divine realities. As soon as 
we can have fortitude to use our reason in a suitable 
manner, we shall make the discovery, by the ciergy 
long kept hid from the world, that we can love our 
heavenly Father, serve him and enjoy his favor, with- 
out the terrors of a devil, of a hell, or of a purgatory to 
frighten us to these reasonable exercises and divine 
enjoyments. H. B. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


To “Richards.” 


Dear Sir,—I am referred by ‘tH. B.” to an article 
bearing your signature, on the 130th page of the pre- 
sent volume of the Magazine, for an explication of the 
subject generally denominated the ‘* Urpardonable 
Sin.” 

Your views, so far as expressed in that article, may, 
I presume, be fairly ‘stated in the two foilowing quota- 
tions : “By uniting these testimonies, the inference we 
draw is, (what is plainly expressed by Matthew,) that 
this sin would not be forgiven, neither in the age then 
in existence, nor in that which succeeded it.”°—‘‘Al- 
though this sin was not to be forgiven in the age which 
succeeded that in which it was committed, yet if there 
were ages, or worlds, or efernifies to come, (if Mr. R, 
will render aion eternity,) we see no contradiction be- 
tween this text and the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion. And that there were ages /o come is evident from 
Eph. ii. 7,° &c. By these quotations | understand 
you to admit that (his sin was not to be forgiven during 
the age that then was, nor in that ‘hen tocome. I 
presume you understand by these ages, the Jewish and 
Christian ages or dispensalions, ‘the chri-tian dispen- 
sation yet continues; consequently according to your 
admission, this sin, committed by the Jews, in the days 
of our Saviour, is not yet forgiven unlothem. ‘The 
question then rises, Are they yet in misery, or do they 
enjoy happiness? If | am not much mistaken in the 
signature, you believe that all misery ceases at death ; 
you cannot then believe them to be in misery. Does 
the misery of sinners then cease before their sins are 
forgiven? But still further—We are informed iv the 
scripture (15th chap: 1 Cor.) ‘*Tben cometh ihe end, 
when he (Christ,). shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God, even the Father.” This passage is generally 
applied by Universalists to the end of the mediatosial 
kingdom of Christ. We have no assurance that he 
will be instrumental in saving ove soul after this time. 
But we have assurance that there is no name, other 
than his, given among men whereby we must be sav- 
ed. It is taken for granted that the ebristian dispen- 
sation will continue until Christ “shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father.” Now then 


‘Jet us pause, and inquire, when is this sin against the 


Holy Ghost tobe forgiven? Is it before Christ deliv- 
ers up the kingdom? ‘Then it is during the christian 
dispensation. But this is not contended for even on 
your hypothesis. Is it then forgiven after the kingdom 
is delivered up? ‘Then the person guilty is not saved 
by Christ, for his mediatorial office ceases at that time, 
so far as we have «ny knowledge on the subject. But 





paid to the foregoing nothings, it would be as difficult 





there is no other name given under heaven, through 











which we may expect salvation, or forgiveness of sins. 
Must you not then be constrained to admit, even on 
your own ground that the sin of which we are speakivg 
will never be forgiven ? 

The question which I proposed to “H. B.” then re- 
turns. -“If this sin be never forgiven, how can those, 
who may be guilty of the same, be saved?” You are 
respectfully requested to state more explicitly your 
views on this subject in the Magazine, and J assure 
you I will give diligent heed to whatever remarks you 


may make. RoBinson. 
——ED 3- ee 
REPLY TO THE FOREGOING. 
-__ 


To ‘* Robinson.” 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
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But you seem to query about the present condition 
of those Jews who ‘have passed into the future state. 
You say, if you are not much mistaken in the signa- 
ture, 1 “believe that all misery ceases at death.”— 
With respect to this subject of future existence, Sir, 
let us recur to matter of fact. The apostle Paul, ina 
portion of his writings to which we have already paid 
some attention, gives us his views of the future state 
as follows: ‘So also is the resurrection of the dead : 
(How ?) it is sown in corruption, it is raised in incor- 
ruption: it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory: it 
is sown in weakness, it is raised in power: it is sown a 
natural body, it is raised a spiritual body.”” How 
careful is the apostle not to introduce into the future 
state any thing like sin or imperfection. He says also, 
“The dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on incor- 





Sir,—You do not object to the explanation which | 


ruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”— 
. Here you can see that it was the design of Paul to in- 


gave of that passage in Mat. in which the sin against (1, 1,6 Corinthians, that the resurrection state is not 
the Holy Ghost is spoken of, nor do you intimate that: only an immortal but an incorruptible one, and a state 
I understand the passage in any way different from the too into which we cannot enter without experiencing 
true meaving of the sacred writer. But after all, you a great change. ur Lord says, “For in the resurrec- 
think you perceive a difficulty in reconciling even my ji0) they neither marry nor are given in marriage ; but 
explanation with the views I entertain in respect to . 1. 2. the angels of Gud in heaven.” In bis epistle to 
the future state and final salvation of all the Jews. 1 the Romans, Paul says, “For he that is dead is freed 
the age lo come of which our Saviour spake, is the gos- eee cha ites no doubt that the apostle here re- 
pel age, or dispensation, at the close of which Christ is 73. +4 what we may call the resurrection state. For 
to deliver up the kingdom to God, even the Father, |... make no sense of what he says in the coanexion 
you cannot perceive how those can ever be saved who 4 that passage unless he meant that the state into 
blasphemed against the Holy Spirit, as Jeeus will bave Jiich Jesus Christ had entered was free from sin.— 
delivered up the kingdom, before they are forgiven, 0.6 are my views with respect to the futute state. 
and no one can be saved but by him. Now,Sir, there) 4, | can know nothing. concerning that state 


is something in my mind as hard to account for, asit is’ ..ye what revelation discloses, so I tollow it implicitly. 
difficult for you to learn how these blasphemers ean be |The true sense of this, is the soundest orthodoxy. 


forgiven, and that is, that the very passage which 
seems to have given you the greatest trouble, did not 
of itself dispel all darkness from before you. Read it. ; 
1 Cor. xv. 24—238, “Then cometh the end, when he 


| freed from sin.” 
shall have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the, tradicts this, it is not my fault. 


| Should you uow ask, if those Jews who blasphem- 
ed the Holy Spirit are miserable, | say, “*the dead 
Shall be raised ‘incorruptible: “he that is dead is 
If there is any thing in divinity which 
You will then say, 


Father; when he shall have put down all rule, and all' i, in against the Holy Spirit is now forgiven, I 


authority and power. For he must reign till he hath | 
put all enemies under his fect. The last enemy that_ 
shall be destroyed isdeath. For he hath putall things, 
under his feet. And when all things shall be subdued | 
unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject 
unto him that put all things under him, that God may 
be allin all.” This certainly shows us that before Je-! 
sus gives up the mediatorial kingdom all will be sub- | 
dued, and that then God himself will be ALL in ALL ; | 
and consequently every rational interpreter of ocd 
scriptures would conclude that then there would be no! 
enemies to Chrst or his gospel, all having become God- } 
like. It is strange to me also that another passage of | 
the same author did not come into your mind. Rom. | 
xi. 25, 26, **Blindness in part is happened to Israel, | 
(how long ?) until the fulness of the Gentiles be come | 
in. (What shall-then happen?) 4nd so all Israel} 
shall be saved.” If the apostle did not bere mean to | 
teach us the entire salvation of Israel, | know not what 
he did mean. It appears to me language could not be 
more explicit. Now nointerpretation should be given 
to’ our Saviour’s words in relation to the sin against 
the Holy Spirit which will contradict passages whose | 
meaning isso manifest. With regard to the word ation, | 
I would add that it is very ambiguous. We read in 
the scriptures of avons or ages which had passed, and 
of those which were to come. How long these ages | 
were, God only kuows. Sometimes the word was us- | 
ed to signify a period no longer than the life of a man, 
as was also olem, the corresponding Hebrew word.— 
Now although there is no name given under heaven 
whereby men must be saved, except the one appoint- 
ed of God, there remains no difficulty, for Jesus is the 
very Deliverer who was to come out of Zion and turn 
away unzodliness from Jacob, And that even the 





blasphemous Jews will be saved before he delivers up 
the kingdom, is evident from the words of Paul above 
guoted, 





jthey also may obtain mercy.” 


should answer no. So far from its being forgiven, the 
Jews even to this day must commit it, in attributing 
the miracles of Christ to some agency besides that of 
divine power. And this is not only a standing proof of 


_the blinduess of the Jews, but it is a standing evidence 


of the truth of Christianity. And, if we may believe 
the sacred writers, it is a means in brioging the Gen- 
tiles to the knowledge of the truth. But what influ- 
ence, pray tell me, could the unbelief of those Jews 
who bave passed into another state have upon the 
minds of men in this state? If it is through the unbe- 
lief of the Jews that we obtain mercy, this unbelief 
must exist where we can know it. It is not atall pro- 


| bable to me that Paul alluded to men who had passed 


from this state of being, when he said, “‘even so have 
these also now not believed, that through your mercy 
He does not appear 
ever to have spoken of the Jews distinctly with refer 
ence to any other state beside this. And it secms to 
me wonderful that he did not, if they are there dis- 
tinguished from all the rest of the immortals, especial: 
ly if their present situation there has such an influence 
upon the Gentiles in this world, as the blinduess of Is- 
raelissaidtohave. ~ 

It was not probably the intention of that one of the 
editors who referred you to my communication to bring 
on a controversy between you and we, | have taken 
no particular notice of your question to ‘“*H. B.”” be 
lieving it to be in better bands than ii it were in mine. 
For myself 1 am convinced that the scriptures do not 
recognize man but in two states, the earthy and the 
heavenly, and that al! the sacred writers who speak of 
the future, represent it as a glorious, immortal, and ip- 
corruptible existence. 


Yours, in fellowship and respect, RicHanps. 





“Take last bold of instruction ; let ber not go: keep 
ber; jor she is thy hife.” 
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Endless Misery. 


O¢p-The following is ftom “‘Ilustrations of the Divine 
Government,” by T. Sournawoop Smita, M. D. an 
Foglish Unitarian Author. 

The doctrine of Endless Misery teaches, that with the 
exception of the first man, God brings the whole human 
race into existence with an innate propensity to evil :* 
that to counteract this fatal tendency, in favor of a few 
individuals termed the elect, he specially interposes,t 
irresistibly influencing them to avoid whatever might 
endanger their salvation, and to do what is necessary to 
secure it ;{ that the great majority of his creatures, 
termed the non-elect, he leaves to the operation of a 
nature, which must inevitably ensure their ruin ;$ that 
for these unhappy beings he does not interpose ;|] that 
he abandons them to endless and inconceivable mise- 
ry,1 and that from all eternity he appointed them to 
this dreadful destiny, by an irreversible decree deter- 
mining them to condemnation. * * 

The most execrable tyrant that over desolated the 
world is benevolence itself, compared with the charac- 
ter which this tremendous doctrine gives to the benev- 
olent Parent ofthe human race. If it be true, God is 
not good ; for it has already been proved, that in giving 
existence to sensitive creatures, a benevolent being 
must make it upon the whole a blessing. Nocreature, 
it is admitted, has a right to existence: it is a boon 
to which it is impossible that there could have been a 
previous claim, but being bestowed, justice as well as 
benevolence requires that it should be rendered upon 
the whole a good, because non-existence is not an evil, 
but a life in which misery preponderates, is. Howev- 





* “The sinfulness of that estate whereinto man fell, 
consisteth in the guilt of Adam’s first sin; the want of 
that righteousness wherein he was created, and the 
corruption of his nature, whereby he is utterly indis- 
posed, disabled and made opposite unto all that is 
spiritually good, and wholly inclined to all evil, and 
that continually.”—.Assemb. Larger Cate. Quest. xxv. 


+ “By the decree of God for the manifestation of his 
glory, some men are predestinated unto everlasting 
life, and others fore-ordained to everlasting death.— 
Those of mankind that are predestinated unto life, 
God, before the foundation of the worl@ was laid, ac- 
cording to his eternal and immutable purpose, and the 
secret counsel and good pleasure of his will, hath cho- 
sen in Christ, unto everlasting glory, out of his mere 
free grace and love, without any foresight of fsith.or 
good works, or any other thing in the creature as con- 
ditions or causes moving him there unto, and all to the 
praise of his glorious grace.’’—-Con/fession of Faith, 
chap. iii. ‘*All those whom God hatb predestinated 
unto life, AND THOSE ONLY, he is pleased in his ac- 
cepted time, effectually to call.”’-- Ibid. chap. x. 


~ “They whom God hath effectually called, can 
neither totally nor finally fall away from the state of 
grace, but shall certainly persevere thercin to the end, 
and be eternally saved. ‘This perseverance of the 
saints depends not upos their own free will, but upon 
the immutability of the decree of election,” &c. Ibid. 
chap. xvii. 


). “Others not elected, although they may be called 
by the ministry of the word, and may have some com- 
mon operations of the spirit, yet they never truly come 
to Christ, and therefore cannot be saved ; much less 
can meu not professing the christian religion be saved 
in any other way whatsoever, be they never so diligent 
to frame their lives according to the light of nature, 
and to the law of that religion they do profess; and to 
assert and maintain that they may, is very pernicious, 
and to be detested.”’--Ibid. chap, x. 


|| ‘*These men thus predestinated and fore-ordained, 
are particularly and unchangeably designed, and the 
cumber is so certain and definite that it cannot ba 
either increased or diminished.””——/bid. chap. iii. 


1 The punishments of sin in the world to come, are 
everlasting separation from the comfortable presence 
of God, and most gricrous torments in soul and body, 


wilhout intermission, in hell fire Sorever.”-—Assembly’s 
Catechism, Quest. xxix. 


_** “By the deeree of God for the manifestation of 
bis glory, some men are fore-ordained to everlasting 





death.”--Confession of Faith, chap. iii. 
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er low an individual may be placed in the scale of be- 
ing, or whatever pain may be mingled in his lot, if the 
balance of happiness be in his, favor, he can ask no 
more ; his great inalienable right. is respected ; it is 
his duty to submit to the evil with resignation, and to 
accept the good with gratitude : but if the balance: of 
pleasure be against him, he has cause to murmur, and 
the heing who gave him life upon such terms is not 
good, nor can any sophistry prove him to be so, 

Were it possible for benevolence to reside in the bo- 
som of a being, who could decree the intolerable and 
unending anguish of millions and. milions aod millions 
of his creatures, it might, indeed, be inferred that the 
God of election is good to the elect ; but to the non- 
elect he is not good ; he never was, and he never. in- 
tended to be. He gave them existence with a deter- 
mination to make it an everlasting curse ;* he brought 
them into being not to enjoy, for against that he passed 
a decree which no power in earth or heaven can resist, 
but to suffer through the ages of eternity, unremitted 
and intolerable anguish. 

Were there in the nature of the Deity not the least 
portion of benevolence, instead of being as it is, pure 
benignity ; were it unmixed evil, it could not be worse 
for the great majority of his creatures than according to 
this terrible doctrine it actually is. At present, in- 
deed, they enjoy some degree of pleasure, but it is only 
sufficient, in the awful period of futurity, to carry their 
misery to the highest pitch, by e..abling them to com- 
prehend their eternal loss ; and accordingly, the bitter- 
est anguish of the damned is usually represented as 
arising from recollections of the present state — recol- 
lections of happiness once participated with delight, 
but now departed for ever. 

Were, then, the Deity, instead of being pure benev- 
olence, maliguant as malignity itself, and had he en- 
gaged in the work of creation on purpose to gratify his 
malevolent propensities, he could not, as far as we can 
see, have contrived a plan better calculated to effect 
his purpose, than that which this doctrine teaches 
he actually has adopted, with regard to the great ma- 
jority of bis creatures. 

Can any person look into his own heart, and read 
the proofs which are registered there of his most ex- 
cellent and lovely character, without feeling disgust 
and horror at a coctrine, which thus ensbrouds him in 
the deep und awful gloom of cruelty and malevo 
lence ? 

It is affirmed that there are passages of scripture, 
which in the most express and positive manner assert 
the truth of this opivion, and others which imply it.— 
This isnot true; bat there are, it must be admitted, 
passages, which, to the English reader, may seem to 
favor it. These deserve serious and impartial exami- 
nation. Let us bring tothe investigation of them un- 
prejudiced and candid minds, willing to ascertain the 
truth. 


* "To say that it isnot God's decree, but man’s own 
cin which renders him miserable for ever, is trifling in 
the extreme, for since God is his creator, he must be 
the author of that nature which he brings with him into 
the world; so that ifit be utterly indisposed, disabled | 
and made opposite mito all that is spiritually good, and 





wholly inclined to all evil, and that contmually, it is 
such only in consequence of his Creator having been | 
pleased to make it so. ‘The circumstances in which 
mankind are placed are likewise entirely God's ap- 
pointment. He is then the author of their nature, 
such as it is, when they commence the career of lile, 
and of the circumstances which call.their propensities: 
into action; both that nature and these circumstances 
are such, that the uitimate result could not possibly be 
otherwise than it is. ‘*God’s decrees are the wise, 
free and holy acts of the counsel of his will, whereby 
from all eternity he hath. for his own glory, unchangea- 
hi fore orduined whatsoerer comes lo pass.”? ~ ASSEM- 
rrv’s Catrens™, Quest. xii. He wills the propen 

city; he wills the means; and he so adapts the means 
to the propensity, dnd the propensity to the méans, as 
inevitably to secure the end, and to affirm, therefore, 


SELECTED. 
The Wreck. 


BY MRS. HEMANS. 


All night the beoming minute-gun 
Had pealed along the deep, 

And mournfully the rising sua 
Looked o’er the tide-worn steep. 

A bark; from India’s coral straud, 
Before the rushing blast, 

Had veiled her topsails to the sand, 
And bowed her noblest mast. 


The queenly ship !—brave hearts had striven 
And true ones died with her! 

We saw her mighty cable riven, 
Like floating gossamer ; 

We saw her proud flag struck that morn, 
A star once o’er the seas, 

Her helm beat down, her deck uptorn,— 
And sadder things than these ! 


We saw her treasures cast away ; 
The rocks with pearl were sown ; 

And, strangely sad, the ruby’s ray 

. Flashed out o’er fretted stone ; 

And gold was strewn the wet sands o’er, 
Like ashes by a breeze, 

And gorgeous robes,—but oh! that shore 
Had sadder sights than these ! 


We saw the strong man, stil) and low, 
A crushed reed thrown aside ! 

Yet, by that rigid lip and brow, 
Not without strife he died! 

And near him on the sea-weed lay,— 
Till then we had not wept, 

But well our gushing hearts might say, 
That there a mother slept ; 


For her pale arms a babe bad pressed* 
With such a writhing grasp, 

Billows had dashed o’er that fond breast, 
Yet not undone the clasp! 

Her very tresses had been flung 

_ To wrapt the fair:chiid’s form, 

Where still their wet, long streamers clung, 
All tangled by the storm. 


And beautiful, midst that wild scene, 
Gleam’d up the boy’s dead tace, 

Like slumbers trustingly serene, 
In melancholy grace. 

Deep in her bosom lay his head, 
With half shut violet eye ; 

He had known little of her dread, 
Nought of her agony! 


Ob, human love! whose yearning heart 
‘Through all things vainly true, 

So stamps upon thy mortal part, 
Its passionate, adieu ; 

Surely thou hast another lot, 
There is some home for thee, 

Where thou shalt rest, remembering not 
The moaning of the sea? 


* + his circumstance is related of Mrs, Cargill an 
actress of some celebrity, who was shipwrecked on the 
rocks of Scilly, when returni:g from India.” 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


A reasonable Request to the Doctors. 


Sirs,— Will you be so kind as to inform the public, 
in any Way Which your wisdom may think proper, why 
you represent the Saviour’s words, Mat. xvi. 26, to sig- 
ify or téAch the doctrine of eternal misery? The Sar 
iour says; ‘For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 


= 


alin 


a man give in exchange for his soul?” These words 
you employ for the purpose of inducing the belief, that 
Jesus Christ taught the doctrine of endless punishment. 
But many people doubt your strict honesty in doing 
this; and I must confess that I doubt it myself. I 
have charity for many ignorant preachers, who have 
all their life time been deceived respecting this pas- 
sage, and who have not the means of correcting the 
error. They, no doubt, honestly hold up the idea that 
Jesus meant eternal misery by the loss of the soul ; 
and becoming fervent in their zeal for the salvation of 
what they call poor immortal souls, they succeed in 
frightening ignorant people with the belief that they 
are in danger of this horrible, wretched state. But 
how is this charity to be extended to you, who know 
that the word, in this text, which is rendered soul, is | 
rendered life in the preceding verse? The Greek 
word is psucheen, and the two verses together read 
thus; “‘For whosoever will save his psucheen shall lose 
jt; and whosoever will lose his psucheen for my sake 
shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall 
gain the whole werld, and lose his own psucheen ? or, 
what shall a man give in exchange for his psuchees 2"" 
lf losing the psucheen in the 26th verse mean eternal 
punishment, will you tell me, Sirs, what it means in 
the 25th? There the disciple is recommended to lose 
it tor Christ’s sake. 

Now, Doctors, if you come out candidly and satisfy 
the public on the foregoing subject, yeu will thereby 
remove all cause of suspicion in this case; but if not, 
will you not add all the evidence which is now want- 
ing to convict you of deceit! H. B. 








MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 


By Rev. S. Streeter, Mr. Josiah Edwards to Miss 
Martha Martin. Mr. Henry Leeds to Miss Eliza 
Small. Mr. Francis Wade, of Bostou, to Miss Mary 
Ann Lisher of Medford. Mr. Josiah ‘\ olcott to Miss 
Louisa Richardson. Mr. Nathaniel B. Colby to Miss 
Achsah Roberts. 

On Thursday evening last, by Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. 
James W. Smith to Miss Abigail Jennings. 

In Charlestown, Mr. Benjamin Tapley to Miss Esther 
Hathern. 

In Brighton, John Norcross, Esq. of B. to Miss Elean- 
or kstabrooks, of Cambridge. 

In Dedham, Mr. George Winslow to Miss Olive 
Smith. 

In -alem, Mr. Joseph P. Pond to Miss Martha Mo- 
rong. 

In Haverhill, Mr, S. Cutts Carter, of Amherst, to 
Miss Matilda \yer. 

In New-Bediord, Mr. David L. Mayo, of Boston, to 
Miss Mary B. Russell. 





DIED IN THIs CITY, 


Margaret Anderson, 2 years.) Mary Ann Dana, 12 
months. Sarah S. Thompson, 4 years. Anne Kelly, 
40 years. Samuel Bell, 7 weeks. Christopher Row- 
ley, 73 years. Ann Jaffrey, 2% years. Cornelits Mur- 
phy, 30 years. -Nathaniel E. Smith, 23 years. John 
Williams, 60 years. Mary Ricketson, 40 years. E- 
bert H-“Muproe, 7 months. Harret Otis, 36 years.— 
Navcy Rumney, 59 years. Jane Farley, 46 years.— 
William Geyer, 26 years. Samuel Williams, 61 yrs. 
Geo. Fredéric White, 1 year. Sarah Higginson, 74 
years. George Waldo, 38 years.— Bost. News Létter. 

On the 19th instant, Mr. Thomas Chubbuack, aged 
St years. 

In Concord, Mass. March 28th, Andrew Jordan, 5 
years— Also, on the 29th, James Hyram. aged one 
month, children of Mr. James, Wier, and both were in- 
terred ip one grave on the 30th. 
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that he does not will the end, is utterly absurd. 


the whole world, and lose his own:soul 2? or, what shal! 


FLENRY BOWEN. 
April 29, 1826. , j 








